CLASSIFICATION POLICY

1. Purpose

1.1 This policy sets out the guidelines and procedures relating to all elements of
classification through Boccia England (BE).

2. Policy Scope

2.1 This policy applies to all players competing in boccia within England and the
supporting classifier workforce.

2.2 This policy is guided by the current edition of the BISFed Boccia Classification
Rules. At time of writing this the 5™ edition. The links within this document are to
the edition relevant at the time of writing. At all times the newest edition of the
rules will be followed, even if this is different to the links provided in this
document.

2.3 If World Boccia Classification Rules change substantially during a competition cycle
(season) then Boccia England reserves the right to defer implementing changes
until the start of the next season.

3. Legal Requirements
3.1 Boccia England is committed to complying with data protection law and to
respecting the privacy rights of individuals. The Boccia England data protection
policy will be followed for all data and privacy rights of individuals throughout the
classification process.
3.2 The organisation’s actions and advice will always conform to relevant law, and it
will avoid causing any adverse effect on the human rights of people it deals with,

the local and wider environments, and the well-being of society at large.

4. Responsibilities

4.1 The Board of Boccia England is responsible for ensuring that this policy is
implemented, followed, and reviewed when appropriate.

4.2 The Chief Executive has the overall responsibility for ensuring implementation of
this policy through designated support, ensuring employee compliance.

4.3 The Head of Sport is responsible for the classifier workforce referenced within this
policy.

4.4 The Competition Manager is responsible for the provision of classification
opportunities through the Boccia England competition structure.

4.5 The athletes and athlete support personnel are responsible for familiarising
themselves with this policy and all supporting documents.
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4.6 The Classifiers are responsible for conducting Regional and National classification
evaluation through following this policy and the current BISFed rules.

5. Classification overview
5.1 Classification refers to the ongoing process by which athletes are assessed to
determine the impact of their physical impairment on sport performance and to
ensure that there is fairness for all athletes within the sport.

6. BISFed rules
6.1. For items not referenced in this policy, Boccia England will directly follow the
BISFed rules, with no alterations. This includes, but is not limited to:
6.1.1. Minimal Impairment Criteria (MIC) for Boccia Classes BC1 — BC5
6.1.2. Eligible Impairments for Paralympic sport in Boccia Classes BC1 — BC5
6.1.3. Classification Not Complete (CNC) conditions and situations.
6.1.4. Intentional Misrepresentation.
6.1.5. Medical Review.
6.1.6. Methods of Classification.

7. Classification classes
7.1. The Boccia International Sport Federation (BISFed) recognises a Paralympic
pathway for Boccia classes, BC1, BC2, BC3, BC4.
7.2. Boccia England additionally identifies Boccia classes BC5, BC6, BC7 and BC8 and
provides opportunities up to National level.

8. Self-Classification

8.1. Prior to Regional Classification athletes are required to self-classify.

8.2. Athletes must self-classify using the Boccia England guide to classification
provided by Boccia England.

8.3. Athletes must upload their self-classification via their online Boccia England
account.

8.4. This Self-classification is used to place new athletes into appropriate sport classes
for competition until a formal classification can be undertaken. It is important that
athletes are as accurate as possible with this self-classification as an error at this
stage could delay qualification or progress to further competition and
opportunity.

9. Regional Classification
9.1. Regional Classification will check that the athlete’s self-classification is correct.
9.2. Regional Classification remains valid until either an athlete is Nationally Classified,
a review sport class status expires, a medical review is conducted or any class
specific classification rules of the sport change.
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9.3.
9.4.
9.5.
9.6.

9.7.

9.8.

9.9.

New athletes will be invited by Boccia England to be Regionally Classified at the
earliest opportunity.

Athletes will be required to provide signed consent for classification to take place.
Regional Classification is a guide to an athlete’s National Classification.

Regional Classification is performed by a panel of at least 1 Boccia England
approved National Classifier (Technical or Medical).

Regional Classification consists of an athlete evaluation. An individual assessment
followed by observation in competition. This assessment and observation will be
within the same competition wherever possible.

Athletes will be issued with a verbal confirmation of classification upon
completion of their athlete evaluation. The player profile on their online Boccia
England account will also be subsequently updated with the classification and
status.

Failure to attend a classification appointment may make an athlete ineligible to
compete.

10. National Classification

10.1
10.2
10.3
10.4
10.5

10.6.

10.7.

10.8.

10.9.

. National Classification supersedes Regional Classification.
. Athletes will be invited by Boccia England to be Nationally Classified.
. Athletes may be classified Regionally and Nationally within the same season.
. Athletes will not be Nationally Classified twice within one season.
. Athletes will be required to upload the following documentation to their Boccia
England account 2 weeks before their appointment for classification to take
place:

10.5.1. Signed consent form

10.5.2. A completed Medical diagnosis form signed by a certified health

professional

10.5.3. Personal identification e.g. passport, driving license or birth certificate
National classification remains valid until either; an athlete is Internationally
Classified, a review sport class status expires, a medical review is conducted or
any class specific classification rules of the sport change.
National Classification is performed by a panel of at least 2 Boccia England
approved National Classifiers including at least 1 medical classifier and 1
technical classifier.
National Classification consists of an athlete evaluation; physical assessment
followed by observation in competition.
Athletes will be issued with a verbal confirmation of classification upon
completion of their athlete evaluation. The player profile of their online Boccia
England account will also be subsequently updated with the classification and
status.

10.10. Failure to attend a classification appointment or failure to provide all of the

relevant documentation will make you ineligible to compete.

10.11. Exceptional circumstances for non-attendance at a classification appointment
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10.12. Non-submission of documentation in advance of classification may result in the
appointment being cancelled by Boccia England.

11. International Classification

11.1. International Classification supersedes National Classification.

11.2. All athletes eligible for international competition must have a National
Classification and a confirmation of diagnosis prior to selection in line with
BISFed protocols.

11.3. International Classification rules and procedures is the responsibility of BISFed.
English athletes will be supported by Boccia UK for all international
classifications.

12. Sport Class Status
12.1. Following Athlete Evaluation at both regional and national classification,
athletes will be given one of the following Sport Class Status.

12.2. Confirmed Status (C)
12.2.1. An athlete will be given a confirmed status if the classification panel is
satisfied that the athlete’s impairment will remain stable.

12.3. Review Status (R)
12.3.1. An athlete will be given a review status if the classification panel
believes that further evaluation sessions will be required.
12.3.2. An athlete will undergo an additional evaluation(s) at least 12 months
after their first evaluation, unless otherwise specified by Boccia England.

12.4. Fixed Review Date Status (FRD)

12.4.1. An athlete will be given the fixed review date status if the classification
panel believes that further evaluation sessions will be required but not
before a specified date.

12.4.2. An athlete will be required to attend a classification as soon as possible
after the date specified on their fixed review.

12.4.3. An athlete will not be able to undergo classification prior to the expiry
of the date on their fixed review unless a medical review and/or protest
is submitted.

12.5. Not Eligible (NE)
12.5.1. Not Eligible (NE) will be assigned to an Athlete if that Athlete does not
meet the minimum impairment criteria for BC1-8.

13. Protests
13.1. A protest is an objection to an athlete’s sport class.
13.2. It is not possible to object to an athlete’s sport class status.
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13.3. Only a National body or Chief Classifier is able to make a protest.

13.4. Athletes, coaches and supporters are not able to make a protest against an
athlete’s classification at any time.

13.5. Boccia England will follow the BISFed guidelines on protests with no exception.

14. Appeals

14.1. An appeal is an objection against the athlete evaluation and/or classification
procedures which have been conducted.

14.2. An appeal is not an objection against the awarded athlete class or sport class
status.

14.3. An appeal may be made by National body, Chief Classifier or a Boccia England
Member.

14.4. Boccia England will follow the BISFed guidelines on appeals with the
exception of the following:

14.4.1. The appeal fee will be £50 and must be submitted by the end of the
competition day.

14.4.2. The appeal panel will consist of three individuals (including one
classifier), as identified by Boccia England.

14.4.3. The appeal panel should be held during the event where classification
took place where possible. On occasion if it is not be possible to arrange
this, or complete the appeal in full, then the appeal panel and athlete
must convene at the next available time.

15. Classifier Workforce
15.1. The classification workforce to support National and Regional classification will
be appointed by Boccia England. The following roles will be included:-

15.1.1. Chief Classifier (medical or technical) is responsible for the
coordination of classification at competition. A Chief Classifier will have a
minimum of 2 years experience as a National Classifier.

15.1.2. Medical Classifier is a medically trained professional (doctor,
physiotherapist, or related disciplines with the necessary training to
perform all the classification assessments), and has completed the BISFed
National or International Classifier course.

15.1.3. Technical Classifier is a sports technical expert and has completed the
BISFed National or International Classifier course.

15.1.4. Classifier in training (medical or technical) is an individual working
towards completing the BISFed National Classifier course. Their
involvement in the panel will be at the discretion of Boccia England.
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16. Supporting documentation

16.1. BISFed Classification Rules
16.2. www.bocciaengland.org.uk/classification
16.3. IPC Classification Code

17. Implementation and Communication

17.1. This Policy will be implemented immediately following Board approval.

17.2. It will be communicated to all current Boccia England members.

17.3. This policy will be shared and coordinated with our partners, Boccia UK,
Scottish Disability Sport, Disability Sport Wales and Northern Ireland Disability
Sport.

18. Actions

18.1. This document should be read in conjunction with the Boccia England

Classification Guide.
19. Equality & Diversity Impact

19.1. This policy applies to all, regardless of their age, sex, sexual orientation, race,

religion or belief, socio-economic group or whether they have a disability.

20. Monitoring and Evaluation

20.1. This Policy will remain in force until it is amended, replaced or withdrawn. A
review of this Policy will take place every 3 years and/or when there have been
any changes to the BISFed classification policy and/or procedures.
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https://www.worldboccia.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Boccia-Classification-Rules-5th-Edition-September-2021287.pdf
https://www.worldboccia.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Boccia-Classification-Rules-5th-Edition-September-2021287.pdf
http://www.bocciaengland.org.uk/classification
https://www.paralympic.org/classification-code

