M 1) irwinmitchell

Irwin Mitchell
Case Study

Irwin Mitchell provides a wide range of legal and
financial services to thousands of individuals
and businesses. They’ve been an official partner
of Boccia England since 2015, helping to raise
the disability sport charity’s profile, identify
players for the Talent pathway, and signpost
players to the Boccia England club network.
They've also made boccia more accessible to
more people by setting up and supporting the
running of boccia clubs across the country.

Why the Partnership?

Irwin Mitchell has many years’ experience in supporting
clients whose lives have changed completely after a
personal injury. Whether it was as a result of medical
negligence or an accident at work or on the road, they
understand what clients need. This is more than just
legal advice, it's the best medical care and rehabilitation.
They understand the positive impact disability sport can
have, which is why they're proud to support boccia.

“The inclusive sport provides an opportunity to compete as
an individual or in teams, meet new people, make friends,
socialise and most of all have fun.” Samuel Hill, Senior
Associate Solicitor and relationship lead with Boccia England

While their solicitors focus on each case, their specialist
client liaison managers provide support by finding the

right services to meet their clients’ needs. This is where
Boccia England, and its network of affiliated clubs, has
made a difference to the lives of a number of Irwin Mitchell
clients who have been signposted to local boccia clubs.
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Our clients rely heavily on the many benefits
organisations like Boccia England provide,
and we recognise the immense value of
sport for rehabilitation and mental health.
That’s why we’re proud to join their cause,
spread their message and offer our time
and resources towards helping them.

Neil Whiteley, Director of Legal
Services at Irwin Mitchell

How is Irwin Mitchell involved with boccia?

James Pink, a personal injury solicitor and a volunteer at
the Bristol Boccia Club is one of around 40 local staff
members who have got involved with the sport. His
interest began in 2016 and, after training, he went on to
help run taster sessions in local schools for children with
special educational needs. When Covid-19 put an end

to gathering for boccia tournaments, James introduced
weekly Zoom calls for members, allowing them to stay in
touch, socialise and take part in ‘virtual’ boccia from home.
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It really shows just how much the members
enjoy speaking and socialising together. The
Bristol Boccia Club is first and foremost
about fun and socialising and the Zoom
calls are a great way for that to continue.

James Pink




James Pink and his
2020 Boccia Award

James is just one of numerous Irwin Mitchell staff whose
careers are enriched by being involved in support for
Boccia England and its club athletes. Colleagues talk of
the positive horizon-expanding impact of meeting, and
competing, with players whose physical disabilities mean
boccia is the only sporting activity they can enjoy. The
company actively encourages community volunteering
as part of its ethos, as well as providing financial support
and manpower to charities such as Boccia England.

Irwin Mitchell offices including those in Sheffield,
Birmingham, Leeds, Southampton, Newcastle, Manchester,
Cambridge, as well as Bristol, have helped to establish

and run clubs and boccia sessions for local players.

Solent Boccia Club member James Clowes, 27, was born
with athethoid cerebral palsy as a result of clinical negligence.
A client of Irwin Mitchell in Southampton, he started to
compete in boccia tournaments aged 14 and is now part of
the England Performance Group, representing England at
national events. He won the Boccia England Performance
Athlete of the Year Award in 2019.

“Boccia has helped me to stay active and become
part of a great community. I've always enjoyed
playing but competing takes it to a whole new level
for me. | am so proud of what | have achieved.”

For a first-hand account of the benefits that a partnership
with Boccia England can have or for more information on
Irwin Mitchell, please contact Samuel Hill of Irwin Mitchell
at Samuel.Hill@irwinmitchell.com or on 0113 3946783.
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