SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN
AND YOUNG PEOPLE
SUMMARY

Boccia England is committed to creating and maintaining a safe and positive environment for
everyone where people feel able to share concerns without fear of retribution.

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility, and this applies to all staff and Board members of Boccia
England as well as players, coaches, volunteers, members, contacted participants and individuals
involved in any other role within Boccia.

Our safeguarding children and young people’s policy and procedures can be downloaded from:
Safeguarding | Boccia England Limited

What is Safeguarding and Abuse?

Safeguarding is about protecting a child or young person’s right to live in safety, free from abuse and neglect.
This includes all individuals in our sport who are under the age of 18.

There are four main categories of abuse within children safeguarding. These are;
e  Physical abuse
e Sexual abuse
e Emotional/ psychological abuse
o Neglect

Another term often used in to define abuse in safeguarding is forbidden conduct. This is where there is
behaviour that includes harassment or Hazing, Sexual Harassment, Bullying and other Professional Poor
Practice, all of which are defined in Boccia England Safeguarding and Protecting Children and Young People
guide.

Boccia England has a code of conduct that everyone in the sport expected to sign up to. This code is designed
to help prevent poor practice and behaviour.

What does Boccia England do to safeguard people in the sport?

As the National Governing Body for Boccia, we have the legal duty of care (The Children Act 2004, The
Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006, The Protection of Children Act 1999, Working Together to
Safeguard Children (HM Government 2023), as well as a moral responsibility, to ensure we provide a safe and
secure environment for those taking part, in whatever capacity.

Boccia England is responsible for ensuring this policy is implemented, followed, and enforced, dealing with any
disclosures appropriately and in accordance with the policy.
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https://www.bocciaengland.org.uk/safeguarding

Boccia England will:
Ensure robust safeguarding arrangements and procedures are in place to help provide a safe and
secure environment for all children and young people who want to participate in boccia.
Recruit, select, train and supervise its Board, employees and volunteers so as to promote best
practice and protect young people from abuse.
Ensure that everyone in Boccia England understands their responsibility when it comes to
safeguarding with the right training and support in place.
Respond to all allegations of abuse and “forbidden conduct” and complaints of poor practice,
ensuring appropriate action is taken.

What should you do if you have a concern?

All suspicions or disclosure of abuse must be reported to Boccia England’s Lead Safeguarding Officer (LSO)
immediately. In the absence of the LSO, a member of staff at Boccia England must be informed who will
ensure that this information goes to the right person. The same applies for any concern about poor practice.

If you can, please complete Boccia England’s Safeguarding Reporting Form and send it to Boccia England’s
safeguarding officer. If you are unable to fill in the form, please contact us for support via the details at the end
of this document.

Is information confidential?

Anything that is disclosed or reported will be in confidence and information should be handled and
disseminated on a ‘need to know’ basis only. We will follow the government’s seven golden rules of
information sharing and abide by the Data Protection Act 2018 at all times.

Those who information may be shared with on a ‘need to know’ basis include the following persons:

The Club Welfare Officer (CWO)

The parents / guardian / carer / personal assistant of the individual who is alleged to have been
abused (only following advice from MASH / Children’s Social Care).

BE LSO & CMG

The alleged abuser (and parents/personal assistant if the individual is a young person) upon guidance
from Social Services/Police

Further information and Useful Contacts

Policies, procedures and supporting information are available on the Boccia England website:
https://www.bocciaengland.org.uk/safeguarding

Boccia England Safeguarding Lead:

The NSPCC

Website: www.nspcc.org.uk
Email: help@nspcc.org.uk
Telephone: 0808 800 5000
Text: 88858

Name: George Bollands
Email: safeguarding@bocciaengland.org.uk
Telephone: 07809 336321

In the absence of the Safeguarding Lead, please call
0115 9678455 and ask to speak to Boccia England’s
Chief Executive, Will Evans

Childline
Website: www.childline.org.uk

. L . Telephone: 0800 1111
Child Protection in Sport Unit (CPSU)

Website: www.thecpsu.org.uk
Telephone: 0116 3665580
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